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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Mark Halperin ’67 was recently surprised 
on his 60th birthday to learn of the endowed 
fund established at MUS in his honor by 
his wife, Diane, and her parents, Mary and 
Maury Bronstein, in recognition of Halperin’s 
commitment to education and service to the 
school. The Mark J. Halperin Scholarship 
will provide tuition assistance to deserving 
students who might not otherwise be able to 
afford an MUS education.

Living a Life Radiant With Giving
	 Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what we give.” Recently, Father Tony Jarvis, 
former headmaster of Roxbury Latin School in Boston and author of 
A Book With Love and Prayers, echoed this sentiment when he spoke 
to the boys at MUS as part of the Metcalf Symposium. During one 
of his sessions with our boys, he told several stories about people he’s 
counseled throughout the years, relating that many were happiest 
when they were giving back.
	 “These men know that if you want to be happy, it means you 
must give, not get,” Jarvis said. “This is your one and only life – it’s 
not a rehearsal. Why not dare to live a life radiant with giving?”
	 No one likes to think they won’t live forever, but we all know life 
doesn’t work that way. Have you planned what you want done with 
what you leave behind?
	 Planning your estate saves your loved ones time and money. An 
estate plan allows you to control the disposition of your property at 
death. Be sure to work with professionals in taking the following steps:

R Write or update your will or living trust.
Your will is the most important component of your estate plan. It is how 
your assets will be distributed (by trust or beneficiary designation). Update 
your will every three to five years and after times of personal change, such 
as marriage, death, divorce, birth, adoption, inheritance, or a move to 
another state. The same is true of any revocable trust you’ve created.

R Choose an executor or trustee.
Think long and hard about the individual or institution you name to act as 
your executor or trustee, who will bear the responsibility of carrying out 
your wishes during your lifetime (in the case of a living trust which you’ve 
chosen someone else to manage) or after death. You will want to name 
someone you trust implicitly – someone who is experienced to act on your 
behalf. Consider naming a loved one, preferably someone who is likely to 
survive you, and/or an experienced financial institution.

R Establish a power of attorney.
Assign someone to handle your financial affairs in the event that you are 
unable to do so yourself. This individual may, for example, pay your bills 
and, if specifically authorized, dispose of your property, such as by gift.

R Create a living will.
Draft a living will that makes your wishes known regarding extraordinary 
measures for keeping you alive. A living will allows decisions to be made 
when you are unable to communicate your wishes. This document can help 
distraught family members make decisions based upon your stated wishes.

R Give a gift to an individual.
You can make gifts to family members and other individuals totaling 
$2 million during your lifetime without incurring a gift tax. In addition, 
you can give up to $12,000 per recipient annually without having 
to apply your $2 million lifetime exemption. Spouses can combine 
their annual exclusion and give $24,000 per year, per individual. Gifts 
given during your lifetime reduce the value of your estate for federal 
estate tax purposes.

R Make a charitable donation.
An unlimited amount of money can be given to an unlimited 
number of qualified charitable organizations – including MUS – 
either during your lifetime or at your death, free of gift and estate 
taxes. Gifts allow us to fulfill our mission of “academic excellence 
and the development of well-rounded young men of strong moral 
character.” Charitable gifts are an important part of any estate 
plan and may be especially suitable for people who have no 
immediate heirs.

	 Creating an estate plan gives you the opportunity 
to leave the world a better place, and we are extremely 
grateful for any charitable support you can provide to 
MUS as we nurture and educate the future leaders of 
our society.
      Please contact Perry Dement at (901) 260-1350 in 
the Development Office, if you would like to discuss a 
charitable donation to MUS.

Endowment 
funds make 
it possible 
to enhance 
buildings, 
equipment, 
and programs.

Mary and Maury Bronstein and Mark and Diane Halperin

This information is not intended as specific legal advice. Consult your attorney when considering any legal matter. State laws which govern wills and contracts vary and are subject to change.



Four State Titles in the Fourth Quarter 
As the fourth quarter of the school year came to an end, four MUS teams brought home state trophies. Read all about it starting on page 22.
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Parents Only: If this issue is addressed to your son who 
no longer maintains his permanent address at your home, 
please notify the MUS Development Office of the new 
mailing address. Because college addresses change so 
frequently, we are unable to use them for general mailing.
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